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CLAIM SUMMARY 

Claim 1 (cuirently amended) 1 • A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel, said spoke 
comprisingi 

a sfiafl having first and second ends, a first segment of said shaft adjacent the first end 
having a given cross-sectional area, and a second segment of said shaft adjacent, and extending 
towaid die second end fiom, said first shaft segment having a cross-sectional area less than the 
given cross-sectional area of the first segment said first segment having a threaded portion and an 
unthreaded portion vinch is adjacent to said threaded portion and is between said threaded portion 
and said second end, wherein the cross secdonal area of the gp^lf^ iq giiffieiCTfly gmdl that when the 
spoke is installed in a wheel imder tension applied by a nipple or nut into which the snoke is 
flireaded . said second segment is subi ect to rotation therewith wh en the nipple or nnt is rotated to 
increase the spoke tmsion. and wherein the sur&ce of a part of said unflireaded portion of said first 
segment is shaped to form at least two cqsposed, flat, torque transmitting surfoces. 

2 and 3. (canceled) 

4. (original) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel as claimed in claim 1 which, except for 
said flat^ torque transmitting sur&ces, is generally circular in cross sectioiL 

5. (origtoal) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel as claimed in claim 1 which additionally 
has a third segment which is between said second segment and the second end of the spoke, wherein 
said third segment has a cross-sectional area greater than, that of said second segment 

6. (original) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel as claimed in claim 5 which, except for 
said flat, torque transiiiitting sur&ceis, is generally circular in cross section. 

7. (original) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel as claimed in claim 4 wherein the major 
diameter of the direaded portion of said first segment is greater than the diameter of said first 
segment of the spoke. 
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8. (original) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel as claimed in claim 6 wherein the major 
diameter of the threaded portion of said first segment is greater than the diameter of said first 
segment of the spoke. 

9. (currently amended) A spoke for a tensioned spoke wheel, said spoke comprising: 
a shaft having first and second ends, a first segment of said shaft adjacent the first end 

havimg a threaded portion and an unthreaded portion which is adjacrat to said threaded portion and 
is between said threaded portion and said second end, and a second segment of said shaft adjacent, 
and esctending toward the second end fix)m, said first shaft segment, 

wherein the surface of a part of said imtbreaded portion of said first segment is shaped to 
form at least two opposed, flat, torque transmitting surfeces, said spoke, when installed in a 
tensioned spoke wheel with a nipple threaded onto the threaded portion of the fir^ segment of said 
spoke, being subject to rotation therewith when the nipple is rotated, and the unthreaded portion of 
the first segment of the shaft has a sufQdmtiy large cros&^section, the shaped portion of the sur&ce 
of the first segment is sufBciently close to the threaded portion thereof or the unthreaded 
portion of the first segment of the shaft has a sufficiently large cross-section, and the shaped portion 
of the surfa ^^ af the first segment jg <niffici entlv close to the threaded portion fliereof. that 
preventing rotation of tiie ^aped portion of the first s^ment suriace prevents rotation of the spoke 
with the nipple. 

REMARKS 

The amendments requested above axe believed to overcome the objections stated in fiie 
first two paragraphs of Section 2 of the Official action. The objection stated in the third 
paragraph is respectfully traversed. The applicant knows of no prohibition against even a 
verbatim recitation of a claim in the specification^ much less a prohibition against a narrative 
description ofihe invention which uses claim language. 

The foregoing amendments are also believed to avoid the daim objections stated in 
Section 3 of the Ofi&cial action and the claim rejections stated in Section S. 
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